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“Unclean women are for unclean men, and unclean men are 
for unclean women. But aaa women are for good ma, and 


good men are for good women... 


- The Quran: 24-26 


‘Lol . 
Man who surrender unto Allah and women who surrender, 
And men who believe and women who believe, 
And men who obey and women who obey, 
And men who speak the truth and women who speak the truth, 
And men who persevere (in righteousness) and women who 

; : persevere, 
And men who are humble and women who are humble, 
And men who give alms and women who give alms, 


And men who fast and women who fast, . ‘ 4 
"And men who guard their modesty and women who guar 


; (their modesty), 
And men-who remember Allah much and women who 
remember — . 


Allah has prepared for them forgiveness and a vast reward.” 


The Quran: 33-35 


.. Foreword 


Is Purdah a hindrance to Progress? 
Complementary Notes 


Relevant Verses of the Quran. 


FOREWORD. 


Whatever Western women might have gained or lost during 
the process of her emancipation (is man emancipated?) she has 
certainly lost something extremely precious. It is the place of 
honour. And whatever our traditional Muslim woman mightbe 
denied of her rights, she has atleast retained this: the place of 
honour in which the Prophet (peace be on him)-installed her 
when she said on his hand, “I believe”. She can still boast that. 
she is loved and respected, not merely by a bus conductor or a 
Managing Director, whose hypocritical but very flattering show 
_ of respect is no doubt with one eye on the looks and the other 
on business, but by a son and a husband. Has the emancipated 
woman of the West the courage to claim this? An assemblage 
of a few hundred steel components called motor car-she may 
have if she will pay for it. But the. place of honour? No. This 
commodity, which can be sold for afew thrills, cannot be bought 
back as easily. And life? Well, isn’t it so much thrilling,so.much 
exciting and so much more dazzling? But there also goes with 
it, usually unspoken, the sadness behind the. peal of laughter, 
the loneliness in thick gatherings, the foreman in the factory 
harassing for higher production, the feeling of insecurity with 
the frequency of - divorce, and finally ‘the torturous 
‘consummate’ years in the old-age house, while the sons and 
daughters are having their share of the dazzle in the very city. 
There is so much darkness behind the veil of brightness, ° 


’ By any sane standards of comparison the Muslim woman has 
fared much better, despite the misconstrued meaning Muslims 

derive out of purdah. She has not the pressure on her to earn 

for her own expenses. She is not; as Will Durant has put it (in a 

different context), “flung back on the thorns and pikes of 
industry” to have the “grand privilege” of paying for her own 

gasolene, her dresses and her rouge. Purdah, which is largely” 
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responsible for this situation, isnotso much, we come to realizé, 
from unrelated men as from evils of life. It stands between the 
Muslim woman and all that is ugly and wicked, It saves her from 
disguised oppression; from exploitation in the offices and in- 
dustries in the name of emancipation; from heroin and suicide. 

It has given her some ‘real’ privileges which even men do not 
" enjoy, viz.; peace, contentment and a sense of fulfilment—a 
privileged living, that her Western counterpart must wait for 
another turn of civilization to experience. There is, in truth, no 
darkness behind the veil. There is radiance enough. 


But the West has invented no tool like propaganda. In 
destructiveness, intercontinental ballistic missiles, fighter bom- 
bers arid neutron bombs are mete child’s play when compared 
to propaganda. For with these weapons you can only break-up 
a nation or wipe it out of existence. But you. canot subdue it. 
You cannot make it sing your praises. Whereas with this tool—_ 
propaganda — the toughest of people can be subdued so effec- 
tively that they will not only dance to any tune played but will 
even take pride in being made to. 


For four hundred years now West has been systematically 
propagating against Islam. It was begun by the priests who did 
not realize they were digging their own graves. It is being 
continued by aetheists i in our times'who will have none of the 
priests but their missionary zeal. These modern highpriests of 
a satanic culture have altered their strategy from direct- con+ 
frontation method adopted by the church-priests, to a peace— 
treaty with the whole, but systematic hostility against its parts. 
Accordingly, they never will, or rarely, condemn Islam as a 
whole, instead, they always praise, in well-measured terms, the 

‘ usefulness of this religion in maintaining balance in the com- 
munity—ife of its adherents. Thus providing proofs of loyalty to 
Islam and Muslims, they infilterate into Muslim society, into 
their culture, into their thoughts and literature in friendly guise. 
Once in and having gained a footing they start attacking the 
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components of Muslim: society, its culture, its eng and its 
“very life- cells. 3. : 
When: they administer cultural dozes, ° in the name ‘of . 
progress, they never mention, not even in passing, the other 

’ effects these dozes are likely to produce. Their newspapers and - 
magazines, their leading articles, their. radio—talks and semi- 
nars, their BBC’s and Ford. Foundation Centres, their social.~ 
scientists and their reformists, never warn that with the accep-,”’ 
tance of this Western culture and nation will experience a — 
steady rise in crime and.sex-violence, prostitution and sexual. 
perversion, juvenile delinquency and wine and drug consump- 
tion, suicide and mental aberration, effeminacy in men and 
masculinity in women, corruption under the cover of excellent 
outward:forms and general rootlessness. They talk éndlessly , ~ 
and untiringly of only one: thing: progress. This term means 
different things to different people, but all are lured by the very :. 

‘sound of the word without. knowing.whether, they will ever 
achieve whatever the word promises. Meanwhile, the term 
becomes a charismatic password with the help of which any - 
vulgarity can be passed through the gates of decency. And: 
oftentimes purdah is the gate-keeper. 

Thuspurdah has come tobe chosen by the priests of progress 
to be attacked, as the first fortress to be felled before the 
inheritors ofa great religion and afine culmre canbe persuaded 
to take dozes of iodized salt and chlorinated water—sex and - 
wine, the central poles supporting the canopy of Western cul- 
ture. And once this fortress is felled, deluge follows.-Entire 
society goes out of control. The balance of centuries is shattered 
in a generation-time. The promised economic boom hardly 
comes by. Only there is now a mad stniggle in the society to 
grab the best of everything. And usually West has.the best of 
everything that a materialistic culture demands: one of the 
reasons for their insistence on acceptance of their culture. 


L In Iran, after the over-throw of the Shah, it was Western feminists who were leading 
demonstration by a section of Iranian women against the new Islamic government. * 
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: A Swiss, working in Saudi Arabia, told this writer very 

assertively, while discussing the changing cultural pattern of 
that country: “They will have to accept our culture. There is no 
alternative at all. That is, if they want progress.” 


And purdah, thank heavens as Parveen Razvi has said, trips 
this particular brand of progress: the brand which whatever it 
mean to others, guarantees West its supremacy. Bee cu hled 


And what do we mean by purdah by the way? Certainly not 
what Western propaganda presents it as. 


No, we do not mean by it disfigurement of beauty. We mean 
restraining over— exposure resulting in loss of charm granted 
by nature. Otherwise itis common knowledge that the aesthetic 
sense of Muslims is far superior to any other people. We do not 
mean choking of woman’s growth. We mean disciplining and 
fixing teleological direction of her growth; just as insistence on 
teleological direction of man’s growth. We do not mean isolat- 
ing her, We mean giving her an identity. We do not mean 
barring her from participation in efforts of growth. We mean 
placing her at a point of happy influence. After all it should not 
be forgotten that Ayesha’s (peace on her) position in the field 
of learning was not dissimilar to that of an specialist today who 
_is referred to for expert-opinion; that she herself led armed 
* forces in battles: that Umar (peace on him) had appointed a 
woman the supervisor of the markets; that Khadeeja (peace on 
her too) was a business magnate, that Rabia Basri was an 
acknowledged sufi of her time to whom people went for 
spiritual guidance and that Zubaida, Haroon—al-Rashid’s wife, 
was a great cultural force of her time. All this while the veil 
remained drawn. ; 
No, by purdah we do not mean to enchain woman within four 
walls of concrete; we mean to (and no mere rhetoric this) 
enchain her within four walls of love; love of parents, of hus- 
. band, of children and of God. No, by Lord, by purdah were not 
mean ignorance. We mean innocence. ; 
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And this is yet another of our quarrel with the West, its way 
of life and its bedazzling but hollow cultuye. It can produce 
capable women who can work with high efficiency records as 
scientists, social workers, foremen and butchers. It cant Lproduce 
bold women who can work as-policemen and as biologists in 
Amazon junglesamong canniballistic tribes. It can produce . 
skilled women who can earn huge bonuses working on assembly 
liries producing automobiles, thermos-flasks and electric 
shavers. Buti it cannot produce innocent women; modest maids, 
obedient * daughters, faithful wives and benign mothers. 
Western way of life can not produce this type of women. Islam. 
does: through purdah. ; 


So its time now, after what woman has suffered in the hands 
of Western culture, for our mothers and sisters to subject this 
precept of Islam to fresh consideration. It is time now for them 
to decide what kind of role in society they will opt for. Whether 
they will choose to add, glamour to the ‘street culture’ by 
discarding their veil, or will they seriously accept the Tespon- 
sibility of occupying the central and most influential position ins 
the home, bringing peace in it and the society at large. It will 
mean sacrifices no doubt. But the reward is also their’s both; 
here and in the hereafter. There is no forcing anybody. The 
choice is their’s. They will have to choose between these two 
ways of life, for it is not the question of purdah alone. It is the 

_ question of the way of life itself. Observing or not observing 
purdah will depend entirely on the way of life they choose. And, 
of course, there is no third option. ‘There are always only two 
directions: left and right. You must necessarily choose only one. 
You cannot walk in two directions at the same time. 


“And if, after the knowledge you have been given you yield to 
their (the Christians’, Jews’) desires there shall be none'to help or 
protectyou from the wrath of Allah.” (The Quran 2:120). 

Hence it is primarily to our motkiers and sisters that we 
presenta speech on purdah by Parveen Razvi of distant Multan 
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(Pakistan) which wee delivered at a debate held in the Medical 
College in March ’55. The subject was: “Is Purdah a Hindrance 
to Progress?” The first prize went to the well —balanced speech 
spread in the following pages. But, under Complementary 
Notes, we also add a word for men. For the‘demand of purdah 
on women will remain weak and, ineffective so long as‘men 
remain indisciplined. Men will have to, before they invite 
women to join them, coristruct a new home: a well aired and 
lighted one in which there are no dark shadows of ignorance 
and ill-breeding, a home, to say the least, made attractive by 
the presence of the male member of the family. Accordingly, 
not forgetting the hurry in which modern man is, we have, in 
such few words as possible, tried to show the way the Prophet 
(on whom be Allah’s choicest blessings), and his Companions 
disciplined themselves before their women did say to purdah: 
abbaik’. 
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IS PURDAH A HINDRANCE 
TO PROGRESS? 


By Parveen Razvi 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 


Before we can decide whether purdah is a. hindrance to 
progress or not, let us examine the terms “purdah” and 
“Progress” separately. 

Purdah is literal translation of the Arabic word “hijab” which 
occurs in the Quranic verse which forbade the Companions of 
the Prophet, on whom be peace, from rushing into his house 
without securing permission, and which instructed them that if: 
they needed anything from his house in his absence, they were . 
to get it from his wives with the “hijab” in between. With these 
verses the injunctions.concerning purdah began. coming 
regularly and all the commandments that followed were termed. 
“the commandments of purdah. These are to be found in the 
24th and 33rd chapters of Qur’an. 

In these verses Muslim women were told not'parade in the 
streets exhibiting their charm and grace,-as they were-wont to 
do before Islam. They were asked to spend their time decently 
within their homés. If there was any necessity to leave their 
homes they were to throw a cloak upon themselves and were 
not to wear tinkling-twinkling ornaments, and dresses that 
would attract attention. Inside their homes, too, they were to 
differentiate between those whom they were (at any time} 
eligible to marry, and those not. Against those they were 
eligible to marry at some time or the other, they were to be 

‘ cautious and not expose their grace in an exciting marifier. As 
against those whom they were not eligible to marry, like their 
. fathers, brothers, uncles and such, they could be freer, though 


\ 
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taking care to cover their form and shape. These verses also 
instructed the male members of the house to seek permission 
‘before entering the private apartments: of their mothers and 
sisters, lest they find them in awkward situations 


These are the instructions to be found in Quran under 
purdah. The Prophet, while expounding these, said that what 
came under that which was to be covered by awoman even from 
her father and brother was everything except her face, hands 

. (wrist onwards) and feet (ankle onwards). Then again he said 
that women (or men for that matter) were not to wear 
transparent or tight clothes that bring out the profile of the 
body. He also forbade women from sharing apartments (in 
which she was to live alone) with those who were eligible to 
marty her (unless her husband or those not eligible to marry 
her also lived with her). Outside their houses they were no to 
use perfume that emit strong smell. However there was no 

~ harm in using fast-colour perfumes. In the mosque in his time, 
places were alloted for mén and women who were not allowed 
to row up mixed. After the prayer the Prophet used to wait 

- before turning, to allow women to depart. 


‘These are the edicts under purdah to be found in unin and 
Hadith which are available for anyoné to examine. Today what: 
‘we see-and.know by purdah may have been taken to one 
extreme or the other, but.in spirit it is the same as desired by 
Quran and Sunnah. And I dare say that if today-voices are being 
raised against this spirit, then itis asign of duplicity i in our faiths. 
-These voices expose our lack of confidence in God and His 
Prophet who, we think; have cruelly imposed ordinances on us 
that finder our. progress. If that is so we should have courage . 
to say that we no more‘believe in Islam, instead of trying to find 
loopholes or trying to prove that such injunctions are not to-be 
found at all. Even if we doubt the authenticity of hadith what 
‘are"we going to do with the clear—cut instructions of the 
Quran? | 


3 


Now if we look into the purdah system of Islam we find three -- 
major purposes that it is meant to serve. Firstly, it is to guard 
the society from moral corruption which appears when free 
mixing of the sexes is allowed in all walks of life. Secondly, to. 
mark out for each sex the activities, and the boundaries within 
which they are to be performed, so as to permit each’sex to work 
with complete ‘peace of mind in its own sphere of activities. 
Lastly, it is meant to strengthen the ‘family’ which is an impor- 
tant unit of Islamic society. Now the systems that have tried to 
preserve the family have usually done so by taking away all the 
rights of women, and using her as a pawn in the game of life 
played by men. But systems which have given her rights without 
- imposing any restrictions or fixing responsibilities have usually 
caused ruin to the family which has broken up bringing chaos 
to the society. Whereas in Islam woman is given all her rights, 
but is restricted through purdah from damaging the family of 
which she is the pivot. , ; 


. Ladies and gentlemen, I beseech you to critically examine 
the purposes in view and say what is wrong with them. If you do 
not believe in any kind of morality, or do not believe at all in 
the necessary existence of the family in the society, then it is a 
different thing. But if you do believe in these, then how do you 
think these can be brought to reality? How do you think you 
can preserve moral integrity and for how long, in a society in 
which men and women work shoulder to shoulder? Are we not 
in our own day witnessing an increase in moral depravity and 
an increase in sex—-crimes in our society? Some naive people 
believe that the situation is due to not enough mixing between 
the sexes. That is, restraints excite the people more. Nothing 

. canbe farther from truth. Has that happened in societies where 
total freedom was sanctioned? From one stage of moral 
depravity the people went to another when free mixing of the 
sexes was allowed. Unsatisfied lust wanted nudism. When that 
was sanctioned sexual perversion of the most odious sort ap- 
peared. And now when a compromise is made with that also, is 
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there any peace? No, Sex-crimes are still on the incredse. Do 
we not read the reports of these in the newspaper headlines 
everyday? Where is the end to all this? And then, it is not only 
the question of morals and ethics, It is the question of our 
culture itself. Shall we allow it to whither away? And again is it 
permissible from purely a material point of view? It is not a fact 
that with the increase in womien’s fashions an increase in cor- 
ruptionis noticed? This happens because people are unable to 
support their fashionable wives without making money through 
illegal ways. Isn’t this one of the factors that makes economic 
corruption uncontrollable? And can any economy be sound and 
Stable with large-scale. corruption prevailing? Then we must 
also consider that if peoplecannot discipline their desires, can 
they discipline a nation? Can those who cannot remain faithful 
to their own homes and families be expected to be faithful to 
their country? Can you imagine a strong nation that has in- 
dividuals of weak character? 


Separation of the spheres of activities-of men and women 
is actually a demand of nature, which has, by giving the capacity 
of motherhood to women and fatherhood to men, indicated the 
“place” of work sanctioned to each. And for different occupa- 
tions that each sex should occupy itself with, nature has given 
them both suitable qualities: They have been given different 
physical ' structures, different mental capacities, different 
powérs and even different psychologies. One that was to give 
birth and tend childreri was given patience, fortitude, softness 
of heart and all those tender qualities that go under the term 
‘motherhood’, without which we all present here would not 
have grown to our agés. Now the one that is endowed with these 
qualities is certainly not fit for works that require a tough 
nature, and, a strong physique, capable of bearing raw physical 
hardship:. - a) 

Now if we do not agree with this division of labour then 
either we must not expect women to bear childrenatall in which 
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case we will not need atomic and hydrogen bombs, or if we want 
her to continue doing this we must unburden her from other 
duties. It will be otherwise unfair to ask her on one side to bear 
hardships of motherhood, the smallest part of which cannot be 
shared by man, and on the other also expect her-to shoulder a 
part of the responsibilities of man, thatis, assist him in business, 
industry, politics and war. Now please tell me, is that fair? Of 
the total services to be rendered to mankind exactly half is to 
be totally” taken care of by woman, and of the remaining half 
she is also to be responsible for another half. That is, three- 
fourths of the total work load! Is that just? 


. If woman has accepted this unjust distribution of work, has 
asked for it, and in recent years has even fought for it,-it was_ 
because she found that by merely remaining a woman, by 
silently performing the duties imposed on her by nature, she 

- was unable to win respect from man. Men sneered at her, 
looked down upon her and gave her a lower position in society. 
Why? Because she did at home that which was no less important 

- for the activities of man in the political and economic sphere. 

_ So.now she has come out of the home in search of respect and 

~honour, and is prepared to bear additional responsibilities if 
doing that is the only solution. 


But not so in Islam. In Islam she is given a place of honour 
and equal rights just for doing at home what she is required to 
do by nature. She is not looked down upon for being a mother 
and remaining at home raising children. In fact she is revered 
all the more for it, and is given a place a foot higher than the . 
father. 


Today you ask her to be a mother, to be a magistrate, and to 

-be a dancer on the stage for your recreation as well. You allot 
‘her so much work none of which she is able to execute well. 

_ You pull her out of the home and entrust her with work for 
which she has no capacity, and ask her to run a race in which 

" you are certain, she will finally be the loser. Ifat all you giveher . 
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some respect and a place of small honour, your criteria is grace 
and leoks and not any talent. And the irony is you lure her by 
saying that this is all necessary for progress! 


But in enthusiasm for progress the home: and the family is: 
forgotten, which are the workshops where new generations are 
i tianufactured. ‘Are these any less important than the industries 
making shoes and pistols? These home~ industries have so 
much inplant 5 ork to be done, that if it is to be executed 
efficiently to ) bring out reliable products, one will have no time 
to spare for any other work. Actually for efficient running of 
these industries women will have to be specially trained and 
educated so that they can take full charge of the work and 
relieve men totally to concentrate more on the work outside. 


But it is said that the set-up constructed by Islam obstructs 
progress. Well then, if you are decided on this progress, that is_ 
a particular brand of progress, make a choice and impose 
slavery on some women so that the family and home-life can 
be saved, or close down altogether these home — industries and 
concentrate entirely on industries making shoes and‘ pistols. 
But it should be very clearly understood that it is not: possible 
to wreck the system given by Islam without wrecking the family. 
So whatever progress may mean to you, you must be quite clear 
about what you are going to gain or lose. 


Nowlet us examine this “progress”. Really it is a very difficult 
term to define. It means so many things to so many people. 
Once Muslims ruled’all the lands lying between the Bay of 

* Bengal and the Atlantic Sea, and there was no other nation on 
earth more civilized than them. I wonder if that was progress or 
not. If it was, I would like to remind you that it was achieved by 
a people who practised this purdah system. 

"'. Inthe history of Islam, we read of hundreds of great men, of » 
science, of literature, and various other disciplines, who con- — 
tributed very usefully to the Progress of civilization. These were 

\ not the sons of witless women. Even of women, our history is 
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not devoid of many great ones who excelled in various arts. How 
do you explain their -appearance if purdah worked as a 
hindrance? , 


The fact is it does not. It is not an obstruction to progress even 
today, if it is the kind of progress advocated by Islam. But ifyou 
are wanting one particular type of progress, the Western type, 
then I am afraid purdah does trip it—and thank God it does. 
Western Europe and America have achieved a progress which 
is more of material things than of man. Man has not progressed. 
He has been in fact pushed back. Working hands in industries 
and offices have been doubled by pulling out every living soul 
to work, and thus a grand material progress Has been achieved. 
But the price paid in the bargain is also quite rich. They had to 
sacrifice their home-life and the family at the altar of progress. 
Large number of marriages end in divorce, children are turned 
to non—chalant and business-like institutions, and mothers go 
to hotels and clubs refusing to manufacture the generation that 
is to later take their place. If some people are crazy after such 
a progress, let them be. I plead we remain sane. 


Translated from Urdu. 
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COMPLEMENTARY NOTES 


Much confusion can be dispelled if we can learn to look at 
_the'whole instead of the part, and at the machine instead of the 
component. Give a skilled Engineer a component and you can 
_ baffle him by asking what use it can be put to. Give him the 
machine and he will tell you where it goes. Give him the 
machine with the component missing from its place and he will 
describe what exactly is missing from the system without which 
it will not work, 


Purdah is a part of a very large system. Any attempt to 
understand this part without any knowledge of the system into 
which it fits is bound to lead to confusion and misunderstand- 
ing. Whereas a clear understanding of this system will lead 
straight tc purdah like it did to Umar, who beseeched Allah to 
send instruction on purdah, much before the commandments 
were actually revealed. He had understood the system and 
knew that it was incomplete without it. Purdah, he had realised, 
is the vertebrae of the system and performs the fulcrumic action 
without which the rest of the machinery limps, buzzes and fails 
to bring out the components that it is capable of. 


Apart from putting us on to the right track towards under- 
standing this great institution of Islam, this analysis also leads 
us to another conclusion, which is, for this component purdah 
to prove its efficacy, the whole system has to work, and efficient- 
ly at that, including the part which is to be worked by man. He 
needs to discipline himself as much. He needs to be reminded 
that it cannot be that all liberty to go out clubbing, dancing, 
hunting and excursioning to men and eloquent sermons on 
purdah to women. It was when. men began leading an indis- 
ciplined free life that women began demanding the same right: 
Behind the veil of the call of women’s emancipation this is the 
only reality. And why not, when, as far as Islam is concerned, in 
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matters of:needs and comforts men and women stand in its eye 
equal. It was when men began spending the best part of the day 
and night outside their home, — calling it in Political moods, the 
haven of peace, the sanctum santorum and what not — seeking 
pleasure, fun and excitement outside, nominally working (thus 
blocking progress) and returning home to spend only the morn- 
ing hours of the night, that women got sick, to the surprisé and 
disappointment of men, of this sanctum santorum. They went 
too; to be followed by the children. It was then, and not merely 
due to the economic necessity, as the materialist would like to 
maintain, that homes began sinking The compound and the 
back-garden disappeared giving birth to public parks, pet - 
animals joined the zoo; rare family collections went to the 
museum; books to libraries, and parties began being hosted in 

_ hotels. What remained in the home that now became a mere 
house, was a cot and a téa-table adorned with artificial flowers, 
anda little crude show for the occasional visitor, the whole thing 
surrounded by four barren walls. If anybody thinks purdah will 
fit in this system, he is gravely mistaken. 


Each system, we should also know, is composed of its own 
constituents. Any attempt to impose constituents of one system 
onto another will result in either a failure or produce a ludicrous 
hodge—podge. If, for instance, amputation ofa hand for theft is 
prescribed i in U.S.A,, in one night alone, when electricity fails 
in New York, 2000 hands will have to be ordered cut. Whereas 
the same prescription will beautifully work in Saudi Arabia, 
whether in the poverty of sheep-breeding, deep-sea—diving 
days or in the luxury of Petro—dollars, light or no light. There- 
fore, any insertion into the Islamic system, of components of 
some other culture, is bound to produce a ludicrous hodge- 
podge; which may well have virtues of none. Muslim male must 
realise that without binding himself strictly to the Muslim 
culture governed by Islamic precepts, he cannot expect his 

. counterpart, the female, to take active interests init. She cannot 
play the role alone? Ifi it can be done, it can be done together.’ 
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It is said that when somebody asked: ‘What happened to — 
women’s veil’, in came the caustic reply: ‘It bal fallen on men’s 
reason’. This is just what is wrong with us. We do not want to 
be reasonable. Neither we want to know the system nor our’ 
responsibility i in it. We are good at preaching but miserably 
poor in application. 


Now let us give a very brief look; to Quran and hadith and 
find out what kind of life these recommend and encourage. 
‘The worst place to spend time’ says a hadith ‘is the market 
place; and the best the mosque.’ But it is only obligatory prayers 
that are so be offered at the mosque. For supererogatory 
prayers (nawafil) home is preferred. So you are. back home. 
Leaving one’s house after sun-set,is almost forbidden in hadith, 
‘and the Quran objects to people hanging about in the street—° 
corners. ‘A spacious home and a comely wife’ declares a hadith: 
‘is a sign of Allah’s favour’; while Quran announced that God 
created, woman ‘so that man may find repose in her. And 
obviously this repose, a term of wide significance, cannot be 
obtained in the club or in the exhibition grounds; it is to be 
obtained at home. 


The Prophet himself, once the work outside over, was to. be 
usually found at home —attending to small work, playing with 
children, chatting with his wives, educating them through folk- : 
tales, quickening their minds with riddles, entertaining them 

- with light humour and offering vent for locquacity by listening 
to their innocent gossip. ‘There is good example’ said the Quran 

- ‘in Allah’s Apostle for those who look to Allah and the Last 
Day’. And so his Companions left the mosque after the mass— 
prayer to only return with the next call.’ 


It is said of Ali (R.A.) that after the Prophet’s death he did 
not virtually come out of his house for six long months keeping 


2. When an acquaintance, a product of Western Society, had occasion to see a glimpse of 
Islamic ‘home-life’ he stared at it in utter disbelief and described the experience as 
‘ecstatic’. Poor man, West had taught him that there is lot of darkness behind the veil, 
and that ecstasy lies either in a glass of wine or in a shot of hashish. 
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company. with and consoling the-bereaved daughter of the 
Prophet, his wife Fatima (peace on them both). 

The above sketch should suffice us to get an idea of the kind | 
of life. into which purdah fits. It now emerges as something 
signifying the kind of life a whole family has adopted; the 
outlook it has on life and: the philosophy it has faith in—a 
_ philosophy which recognises Allah as the sole Creator and the 
rightful Law-giver; the philosophy which accepts the revela- 
tions made to Muhammad (S.A.W.) as the constitutional 
precepts on which the details of life are to be constructed and | 
the philosophy which believes that the Guidance through the 

revelation is complete in itself,-and that to live in its light is to 
live rightly, whatever the wise men may have to say about it. . 


Of course it will be, unfair not to admit that despite this 
persistent lack of understanding by their men, Muslim women 
~ have in general shown greater wisdom, uncomplainingly doing: 

what Allah’s commandments require of them; realising per- 
haps that a wrong cannot right another, while there: is very 
_ likelihood that this one right of observing purdah, will right 
many a wrong. ‘And the rewards of the Hereafter’ promises the 
Quran ‘are greater’. If they fail and slip under thé mounting 
pressure, we will witness an anarchic age seven times as worse 
as West is experiencing today and will require a Mahdi and the 
_ second-coming of Jesus (peace on them) to set right. 
Meanwhile:.each soul earns, heaven or hell, what it works for. 
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_VERSES OF THE QURAN RELEVANT’ . 
TO. PURDAH 


“You that are true believers, do not walk in the footsteps of 
Satan. He that walks in Satan’s footsteps is incited to indecency 
and evil. But for Allah’s grace and mercy none of you would have 
been cleansed of sin. Allah purifies whom He will; He hears all’ 
and knows all.” (24:21) 


“Prophet, enjoin your wives, your daughters, and all the wives — 


of the believers to draw their veils close round them. That is more 


. Proper, so that they may be recognized and not molested. Allah is ° 


forgiving and merciful.” (33:59). 
“df you ask his (Prophet's) wives for anything, speak to them 
"from behind a curtain (hijab). This is more chaste for your hearts 
and their hearts...” (33:53) 
“Itshall be no offence forthe Prophet's wives (and all believing 


women: ed.) to be:seen unveiled by their fathers, their sons, their 
brothers, their brothers’ sons, their women and their slave girls. 


Women; have fear of Allah, for He observes everything.” (33:55) - 


“Enjoin believing men to turn their eyes away from temptation 
and restrain their carnal desires. This will make their lives purer. 
Allah has knowledge of all their actions. - . 


“And enjoin believing women to turn their eyes away from 
temptation and to preserve their chastity; to cover ‘their adorn- 
ments (except such as are normally displayed); to draw their veils 
over their bosoms and not reveal their finery except to their 
husbands, their fathers, their husbands’ fathers, their sons, their 
step-sons, their brothers, or brothers’ sons, their sisters’ sons, their. 
women-servants and their slave girls; male attendants lacking in 
natural vigour, and children who have no carnal knowledge of- 
women. And let them not stamp feet in walking so as to reveal 
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their hidden tinkets. Believers, turn together to Allah in repentance 
so that you may succeed.” (24:30, 31) 

“Believers, let your slaves and children ask you; leave when they 
come in to see you before the morning prayer, when you have put 
off your garments in the heat of noon, and after the evening prayer. 
These are the three. occasions when none may intrude upon you. 
At other times, when some of you go round attendant to others, 
they shall be free to enter your chambers without leave. Thus Allah 
makes plain to you His revelations: He is Wise and all-knowing. 

“And when they have reached the age of puberty, let your - 
children still ask your leave as their elders do. Thus Allah makes 
plain to you His revelations: He is Wise and all-knowing. 

“It shall be no offence for the spinsters who have no hope of 
marriage to discard their cloaks without revealing their adorn- 
ments. Better if they do not discard them. Allah hears all, knows 
all.” (24:58-60) 


